
Youth Spotlight- Isaiah, 8th Grade

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Isaiah moved 
with his family to Durango when he was in elementary school. 

A Club member since 6th gr., Isaiah says “the Club is really 
welcoming, it offers a vibrant environment with a variety of 

activities to keep us active. My favorite activity is dodgeball, I 
play a lot of sports, so to be fair to others, I throw with my non-
dominant arm. Even with this adjustment I am usually part of a 

winning team.”

Isaiah recently finished building a set of headphones. His plan 
is to pursue a college degree on the path to a future in robotic 

engineering.

“I recognize that as a teen, I am in a position to be 
a role model to younger Club members, I think 
they see me as respectful, kind, and helpful.”

Favorite Breakfast: 

To fuel my day, making 
me alert and active, I eat 
eggs, sausage, and toast.



Club members learned the science of turning a 
liquid into a solid by making ice cream! While all 
age groups participated in the STEM experiment, 
teens were especially skeptical. Using individual 
plastic bags filled with ice, Club members added 

salt (to slow the melting of the ice). 

In a separate plastic bag, they 
measured cream, sugar, and 

vanilla, putting the ingredient bag 
inside the ice bag. By shaking the 

bags the ingredients “bonded” 
together and created soft serve ice 

cream. One of the doubting 
Thomas’s watched as it formed, 

exclaiming “Oh my gosh it worked!”

“This is the best ice cream 
I’ve ever tasted.”

-Cass, 8th Gr.-

Other summer 
activities promoting 
academic success 

included: 

Candy DNA models
3D printing

Brunch Bunch (cooking 
club)

Mural club
Sewing club

Create challenges
Bubble making 

challenges
Lemon volcanos

9R Bridge 
Workbook time

Library trips
Lego competitions
Wordle challenges

Guest Speakers
and more!



The Club’s annual Olympic Week 
was better than ever, thanks to 

the creative planning of Club staff 
member Kegan and the 

enthusiasm of Club members. 
Organized as teams (in the colors 

of the Olympic rings), activities 
throughout the week provided 

opportunities for teams to 
accumulate winning points. The 
Gold Medal Team earned points 
throughout each day in activities 

including relay races, a diving 
competition at the pool and a 

toothpick & marshmallow 
engineering challenge. 

Congratulations to the Blue team!

Did You Know?

The goal at the Boys 
& Girls Club is that 
each child or teen 

spends a minimum 
of an hour a day 
being physically 
active through a 

variety of activities 
including SPARK. 

That equates to over 

500 hours of 
activity across Boys 

& Girls Club sites 
each week!

Just like in the real Olympics, it’s about 
sportsmanship, doing your best, and having 
fun while being active mind, body and spirit! 

Olympic Week was a great opportunity to 
expand kids’ knowledge about staying 

hydrated and nourished, with lessons about 
how food fuels your body and the better fuel 
you consume (healthier food choices), the 

better your body will perform.



Did You Know?

Club staff help kids find their purpose by:
· Guiding the development of social and emotional skills
· Providing opportunities for kids to learn about inspirational people
· Helping kids know what they do matters
· Exposing kids to a variety of interests/things where they can develop skills, 
excel and make a difference
· Incorporating kids interests in activity planning, giving kids a voice

Club teens Kiersten and Mia recognize that having a purpose at the Club 
enriches their teen experience. 

Recent studies suggest 
20% of high school 

students can be 
categorized as 

purposeful, the rest 
vary between being 

motivated but lacking a 
plan, being active but 
lacking direction, and 

being neither active nor 
forward-thinking.

A sense of purpose is behind true, intrinsic motivation. 
To be truly motivating, a child’s purpose must be 
important to them and come from within. Of course, 
parents, teachers, and mentors can help connect the 
dots between what kids do today and how that leads to 
future success. That’s where the team at the Boys & 
Girls Club makes a difference!

“My friend Mia and I love to hang out with our friends, doing fun stuff together, and it also feels good when staff give us 
special responsibilities. I think the staff see us as dependable, good role models who will do our best. It feels like a privilege 
to be asked by a staff member to take a leadership role helping at Grill & Chill, teaching younger Club members things like 

how to make a friendship bracelet, or even choosing and leading ice breaker activities. Having a purpose feels good.” 
Kiersten, 7th gr



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Staff Spotlight:  Baylor

Born in San Francisco, Baylor was raised in Highlands Ranch, CO. A student 
at Fort Lewis College (FLC), Baylor is studying Physical Sciences, in 
preparation for a career as a snow scientist. “When I came to Durango to 
look at FLC, I fell in love with the mountain town, especially the people.” 
Baylor bikes to work from the FLC campus and he loves to ski. He worked 
last winter as a kid’s ski instructor at Purgatory.

With an interest in sociology and understanding of the therapeutic process, 
Baylor brings a depth of understanding to his work at the Club. “Working 
with the kids gives me the happy dopamine experience that makes 
working at the Club feel good. I like how the kids are enthusiastic about 
the different activities we offer. I look forward being part of the Afterschool 
program staff, I plan to link Crash Course videos with hands-on STEM 
activities, which I think the kids will enjoy.

Baylor’s favorite grilled food – Wagyu burgers with garlic aioli.

Baylor’s favorite book: “As a middle school read, Of Mice and Men is both 
simple and complex, I like the character of Lennie. The story pulls at your 
emotions while reminding readers (kids) that dreams can be chased – if 
you put your mind to it.”

“I like seeing the kids develop 
friendships at the Club. For me, 
friendships, rooted in loyalty and 

forgiveness are important. Learning how 
to be a friend (especially for middle 

school kids) is something they will carry 
with them always, and maybe 

remember as part of their Club 
experience.”


